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Family Holy Communion & Picnic @ St Martin’s 
Desford 

We are pleased to announce that on Sunday 16th 

August at 12:00, we will be holding an outdoor service at 

St Martin’s. We’ve gone for an outdoor service because 

we feel this reduces risks significantly around Covid-19. 

What’s happening? 

there will be a series of ‘pods’ spaced out and marked 

out on the grass, one per family unit. Stewards will direct 

you where to go. 

We will celebrate communion together, led by Gareth, 

and then have a picnic. The service will contain a 

children’s story and short child-friendly discussion, so 

please do feel really welcome to bring kids along. 

When? 

12:00 on Sunday 16th August 

What do you need to bring? 

Please bring yourself a packed lunch, a chair or picnic 

blanket (some will be available to borrow), and some gel 

hand-sanitizer. 

This is initially a one-off service to get a feel for how 

things go, so watch this space for more information in 

future weeks. 

 



St Mart’s & St Bart’s KIDS ONLINE  
 

From Sunday 16th August, we will be doing a bi-

weekly Kids Online service. As with our regular online 

service, this will be found on our YouTube channel…  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_B0Evb69xYeevG

bVtX5tBA 

When? Every other week on Sunday… 

16th Aug, 30th Aug, 13th Sep, 27th Sep 

What is it? a 10-minute, child-oriented service, with 

worship, story and activity 

lease do spread the word and let us know what you 

think. 
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Letter from Gareth 

Over the last few years, I’ve developed a practice of most nights 

asking my boys, “What do we want to say thank you to God for 

today?”  Sometimes the answers come back quickly and 

sometimes it takes a bit longer.  Since the Covid-19 pandemic 

started to have a national impact here in the UK, back in March, 

my wife Laura started a practice of posting on Facebook each day 

3 things that she’s thankful for.  Although she has missed some 

days out… life happens, she’s done pretty well with it and 

received quite a few messages of encouragement from people 

who have found it helpful.  I don’t know how you feel about 

‘thankfulness’?  Sometimes, it’s easy to be thankful and 

sometimes it’s just really, really, REALLY hard. 

There’s this bit in the Bible (the book of Philippians, chapter 1) 

when Apostle Paul, an early follower of Jesus, is locked away in 

prison.  He’s been locked up under false charges and is facing 

torture and death: things are not looking good.  But he writes this 

letter to a church, within which he is giving thanks again and 

again, gushing forth thankfulness for the love and work of God in 

his life.  That is just staggering. 

It is widely thought that the act of saying “thank you”, of drawing to 

mind things and people to be thankful for, is hugely beneficial to 

our wellbeing.  For me this isn’t something that comes easy.  Not 

because I’m particularly grumpy, although that does happen too, 

but because I forget to stop.  Life sort of carries on and I don’t 

often enough take a moment to reflect on what I can say “thank 

you” for.  So, my encouragement to you today is both in good 

times and in hard times, to take time to think of something to say 

“thank you” to God for.  To say “thank you” to another person for.  

Sometimes it’ll be hard, sometimes easy.  However, I would 

suggest it will do us the world of good.  And if you find yourself in 

a time of life when things are just super difficult, and thankfulness 



seems just a step too far, I would encourage you to talk to God 

about that.  He is there and He cares. 

Gareth Hutchinson 

Rector of St Martin’s Desford & St Bart’s Kirby Muxloe 

_____________________________________________ 
 
REGISTERS 
 

Funeral of MARGARET JEAN STOKES (6th April 1947 – 23rd July 

2020) took place on 6th August 2020 at St Martin’s Church, 

Desford 

Margaret – what can I say, my wife of 50 years, my partner, the 

love of my life, my soulmate, my mentor, my friend,  mum, mum in 

law, gran – your friend – well here goes!! 

Margaret was born on the 6th April 1947 in the Bond Street 

maternity hospital in the centre of Leicester – coincidentally that 

was Easter Sunday. 

She lived with her mum and dad in a small terraced house in Ash 

Street Leicester off the Humberstone Road, next door to her 

Auntie Doreen and Uncle Brian. 

Margaret had a normal, happy childhood and when she left school 

she went to work in the office at T.J Brookes who made items for 

the aircraft industry. Margaret’s mum and dad considered working 

in an office as a huge step up and were very proud of her. 

Later she moved to work in the centre of Leicester at the Scottish 

Equitable Insurance Company with her colleague Margaret. To 

save confusion she was known at work as Jean as the other 

Margaret was senior. 

Following changes at that company, Margaret moved to MJH 

construction at South Wigston and onto Cripps BMW garage at 



Kibworth, a long drive in the winter. Onward and upward she 

applied for a secretary job at the Kirby Muxloe Golf Club, not 

realising what a golf club secretary was. Anyway she got a job 

there as an administrator which was a lot closer than Kibworth. 

After a successful few years at Kirby the then captain, Keith 

Elliott, headhunted her to work for Dalkard and Elliott carpets, first 

in Granby Street then in South Wigston. Margaret spent many 

very happy years working there with Kevin Elliott and the other 

brothers as an accounts clerk until her retirement at 60 in 2007. 

Margaret has always been a tireless and conscientious worker 

and liked things to be just right, which was an asset in accounts of 

course, both at work and St. Martin’s. 

As for Margaret’s personal life, she married Graham at 20 and 

they moved into a house in Eastleigh Road off the Narborough 

Road in Leicester. Tragically in 1969 Graham and Margaret were 

involved in a motorcycle accident and Graham sadly passed 

away, so so sad at so young an age. Margaret’s mum and dad 

then moved in with her at Eastleigh Road. At this point I’d like to 

thank Jan, Graham’s sister and all that family for welcoming me 

into it with open arms. 

In December of that year Margaret was to go to a dance on the 

Saturday before Christmas, her mum and dad were friendly with 

Sheila and Fred Stokes who lived in a house that backed onto 

hers.   

Sheila mentioned that their son Tony was in the Fleet Air Arm and 

was coming home on leave for Christmas and it was suggested 

that he might want to accompany Margaret to the dance. 

Unfortunately I had a better offer of the rugby match between 

England and South Africa and a weekend in London!! 

Eventually I came home and on Christmas Eve the 2 families 

were drinking together at the local Conservative Club, a normal 



occurrence. Having had a few beers I eventually plucked up 

courage to speak to Margaret and we got on ok. As the night wore 

on Margaret announced that she was going to the midnight 

service at the Church of the Martyrs. I offered to walk her there. 

On the way we popped into Eastleigh Road and never got to the 

church. In fact we spent the whole night chatting and listening to 

Radio Luxemburg until dawn (yes really). 

Christmas day passed and in the Hunstman pub I announced that 

I was going to the Tigers/Barbarians match on Boxing Day. In true 

Margaret style she asked if she could come a long, not knowing 

anything about Rugby. Anyway the following week passed and 

the 2 of us got on very well and a kiss ensued on New Years Eve 

at the stroke of midnight because everyone else was doing it. 

Shortly after that I returned to the Navy and Margaret wasn’t sure 

if I would return. 

Return I did a couple of times in January and lo and behold on a 

Sunday lunchtime in February after several pints I asked “Why 

don’t we get married” (strong stuff Everards) - in true Margaret 

style her reply was “When” which threw me a bit. Anyway a week 

later an engagement happened and a ring was purchased. 

The next few months were spent with Margaret arranging the 

wedding on the 8th August 1970 at the Church of the Martyrs with 

myself saying yes to all suggestions over the phone from 

Wiltshire. The wedding was very successful, as it would be with 

Margaret’s organisation, and then we moved into a tiny married 

quarter at A/AEE Boscombe Down, not far from Stonehenge. A 

great social life ensued with Margaret being a little shocked at the 

amount of alcohol consumed on a regular basis. 

On 15th September 1971 Paul arrived at 11.45pm with just 

midwife and I present – I was on a course at Lee on Solent and 

the baby wasn’t expected till morning. I asked my duty officer if I 



could arrive a bit late in the morning – the answer was no and if 

you are not on time a charge will follow.  

Margaret obviously wasn’t having that and duly delivered Paul an 

hour later. 

I was due to go on board HMS Ark Royal for 2 years shortly after 

and that meant a married quarter in Plymouth. We decided to buy 

a house in Suffolk Way, Desford, and I bought myself out of the 

Navy for the princely sum of £125. Margaret always wanted to live 

in a bungalow so one August we booked a cruise, moved to 

Cambridge Drive and I volunteered for redundancy from BT – 

quite a month really. 

Happy times followed with Paul marrying the lovely Julie and, 

against family tradition of being only children, Jack and Ben 

arrived. Margaret often remembered with fondness our family 

holiday in Florida with one half going on the big rides and 

Margaret and I on the more gentle ones; the highlight being 

swimming with dolphins. 

We both liked our holidays as you know, following my mum’s 

mantra of “I don’t want to look back and wish I had done things” 

and we didn’t. Cruises to Alaska, the St Laurence, Egypt and the 

Med, and river cruises to the Rhine and the Danube, interspersed 

with an annual trip to Lanzarote and of course 2 trips to Hawaii 

with our good friends Janet and Alan– yes we liked our holidays. 

We both enjoyed our 15 years in Scouting with Margaret being an 

assistant Cub leader, assistant Beaver leader and an Assistant 

District Commissioner for Beavers. She came with us to 

Switzerland and Iceland and many camps in this country and 

could have contributed to a book about our escapades with the 2 

Scout buses. 

But throughout the 50+ years I’ve had the privilege of knowing 

Margaret, her faith in God and Jesus Christ has been strong – a 



fact that has made the past months more bearable. And this led to 

her commitment to St. Martin’s with fun raising, choir, Beaufort 

Entertainers and of course as Treasurer. Few people know how 

many hours a week Margaret spent on the church accounts – 

sometimes I moaned at her about it, but her reply was always that 

she enjoyed doing the accounts – strange!! 

Following her devastating diagnosis in March of liver cancer that 

had spread to her lungs with no prospect of palliative chemo due 

to the virus, Margaret soldiered on, until she developed jaundice 

and was admitted to the Leicester General for 4 weeks – not a 

happy time with no visitors.  On return home she slipped away 

from us over the weeks and passed peacefully away at 8.15 on a 

Thursday morning. 

To finish I’d like to say  thank you to all who have supported us 

with love and prayers in the past months, and a special thanks to 

Dr Maini, our wonderful GP, the fantastic Priti and her Palliative 

Care team, the Marie Curie nurses and Paula our LOROS nurse. 

And of course a really special thankyou to Paul, Julie, Jack and 

Ben, without whom I would not and will not survive. 

God keep you safe my love, I will miss you terribly. 

Hopefully we will have a good knees up later in the year 

God Bless you all 

Tony 

  

 



BETTER LATE THAN NEVER! 

I went recently to see - and to admire - the refurbished doors to 

the church, and the new inner door.  And I was also impressed by 

the clearing of much overgrown foliage which had hidden many 

gravestones.  I know that epitaphs and inscriptions on these 

throughout the country are often interesting, witty, and wise.  And 

the work of monumental masons, over the centuries, is testament 

to their skills.  However, they were - as are we all - not infallible.  I 

noticed a gravestone, just in front of the shed, dedicated to 

Benjamin Bunney Lane in 1895 (and his friend.)  And, alas, it 

contained a spelling mistake!  It stood out to me - (perhaps 

particularly because, when the word is spelled correctly, in a 

different context, I am one of them!)  It is in the inscribed passage 

from Psalm 73, verse 24.  

So I thought, if it’s not been done before, the Parish Magazine 

should record a belated apology to Mr Lane, which, if he reads 

this from above, he will, I trust, appreciate, (even after more than 

a century!) 

The explanation appears later in the magazine!                  RCG 

 

Congratulations to LILIAN HAYWARD of Barry Drive, 
who will be 100 on Saturday, 25th July. Lilian 
worships at St Martins, Desford with her son and 
daughter-in-law Laurie and Maggie. They were hoping 
to have a big party for her birthday, but due to Covid-
19 this has been postponed. She will be celebrating 
her birthday with a small family lunch. 

 

 



Editors Notepad 

 At the time of writing, a date has not been set for when the 

church will re-open for services.  In the meantime, it is 

open for private prayer on Saturday mornings between 

10.30 and 12.30.  For the latest information, please keep a 

regular eye on our website www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk  

 We continue to have virtual Sunday morning services 

which you can read about below 

 
Parish Points 

 The play equipment was re-opened just in time for the 

school holidays and we hope that children and adults 

continue to use the equipment safely, following government 

guidelines 

 We are waiting to find out when the next improvements to 

Kirkby Road Recreation Ground will be started.  This will 

include a basketball net, which has been long awaited by 

some of our young people, and a new climbing net 

 We still want to hold a public meeting to discuss one-way 

streets to help alleviate congestion in some parts of the 

village.  Due to covid 19, we are still unable to hold large 

meetings, but it will be well advertised when it is safe to do 

so and a date can be set   

 If you have any questions, please contact 

clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk or 822399  

 The library is now open on Saturdays from 10-12 and 

Mondays 2-4 – subject to government guidelines.  This 

depends on the availability of volunteers and the continued 

easing of restrictions.  If necessary, it may be closed at 

short notice 
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FAITH FOR DAILY LIVING 

A HUMBLE SERVICE 

“ Jesus got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 

wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water 

into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 

with the towel that was wrapped around him”. 

Jn 13:4, 5 NIV 

When travellers arrived, in ancient Israel it was common courtesy 

for the host to send a servant to wash the visitors’ feet. None of the 

disciples volunteered to do it. So, Jesus humbled himself and did 

the servant’s task, menial job that it was. “The occasion of his action 

was the dispute among the disciples about precedence; but it had 

a deeper motive. He is possessed by a special sense of divine 

commission and authority. How does he express that sense? Does 

he order a throne to be placed that he may receive the homage of 

his subjects? No, he takes a towel and basin and washes the 

disciples’ feet. So, he will display Divine Majesty. 

We rather shrink from this revelation. We are ready, perhaps, to be 

humble before God; but we do not want him to be humble in his 

dealings with us. We should like him, who has the right, to glory in 

his goodness and greatness; then we, as we pass from his 

presence, may be entitled to pride ourselves on such achievements 

as distinguishes us above other people. But the worship of Jesus 

Christ makes that impossible to justify. We worship the infant in the 

manger, for whom there was no room in the inn. We worship one 

who meets our obeisance by rendering to us menial service. So far 

as that worship is genuine and complete, pride is eliminated; for he 

whom we worship is humility itself incarnate”.  

(W. Temple, Readings in St John’s Gospel, p209). 

  



PRAYER THOUGHT 

Lord, make me a humble servant too. 

‘Faith for Daily Living’ is a booklet which is published every 

second month and contains a daily reading such as this for each 

day over the period. The daily readings have provided inspiration 

and comfort to many over the years and the booklet is sent free 

of charge to anyone requesting a copy.  

For your free copy, contact Ewan, on O1455 824673, leaving a 

voicemail message if there is no response and we will see to it 

that your name is added to the mailing list. 

These readings are also available as daily emails at: 

https://faithfordailyliving.org/email-application/ 

  



The Church Mouse 

Hello Everyone, 

Good morning all. Summer is here 

and the children shall be ending their 

term come this week. No one is quite 

sure what their plans are as our 

world is so upside down. Most 

children have spent weeks at home doing minimal 

lessons on their computers and finding other ways to 

spend their days. Some are wondering if they should 

risk a holiday abroad or should they stay in the country 

and perhaps go to the seaside.  They and their parents 

are praying for other options and we Mice are hoping for 

Divine intervention.  

We look forward to Gareth taking over and church life 

starting up again. The chimes are all that break the 

silence. Thank heaven for those who come in weekly to 

wind the dear old clock. 

We need to hear bells and singing and joy and 

celebration and cake of course. 

I think most of the 60 plus gang will stay home and stay 

safe. The virus is not to be taken lightly and many are 

getting accustomed to spending time in their homes and 

gardens and taking life at a more sedate pace. 

Hopefully we will have more to report on next month. 

Keep well and keep safe. 

 

Much love from Minnie. 

  

 



BETTER LATE THAN NEVER  

GRAVESTONE EXPLANATION 

‘Thou shalt guide us with thy 

councel, and afterward receive 

us to glory.’  -  Should be 

‘counsel’.  

(Note:  1. I don’t believe the 

word in the sense intended here, 

ie advice, has ever been spelled 

with a second  ‘c’: certainly not 

since well before the King James 

Bible of 1611;  and nor do the 

Old French and Latin words from 

which it is derived.  2. In fact, the 

biblical passage is in the 

singular: …‘guide me … receive 

me’… . No doubt the inscriber 

changed it to the plural: ‘we’, 

because there were two people 

there - monumental masons’ 

licence!)         

  
 





A big ‘Thank You’ to the local Community from 
Leicester Animal Aid  
  
We are still re-homing cats and dogs! 

  
Leicester & Leicestershire Animal Aid Association, Huncote, 
would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all the 
wonderful people in our surrounding communities who have been 
supporting us throughout the Covid crisis.  It has been, and still is, 
a challenging time for all of us and we are touched by the 
messages of support that we have received.  
  
As at the time of writing LAA is still able to both take in, and to re-
home, cats and dogs.   For more details on our new re-homing 
procedures,  please go 
to:   https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/news/news/post/256-
update-rescue-and-rehoming 
Telephone:  01455 888 
257    Email:  info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk     Attached are 
photos of two of our current residents, Buttons and Percy.  If you 
are interested in adopting any of the animals on our website, or 
on our Facebook page, please visit our 
website:  www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk   and complete 
an Interested Parties Form or, alternatively, telephone our 
Centre.   
  
Many members of our local community have contacted us to ask if 
they can help with dog walking. Unfortunately, due to social 
distancing, we are unable to accept these kind offers at this time. 
However, the support of our local community has made a real 
difference, and will continue to do so, in the following ways: 
  

 becoming a member of Leicester Animal Aid 

 using our Amazon ‘Wish-List’ when you shop online 

 individual donations of money and pet food and 

corporate donations of food 

https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/news/news/post/256-update-rescue-and-rehoming
https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/news/news/post/256-update-rescue-and-rehoming
mailto:info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
http://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/


 participation in our Pawsome Online Pet Show 

 face mask making (by children and adults) 

 using our charity shop onsite in Huncote (open 10 - 

2 Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays and 11 - 2 

Thursdays) 

 
We would like to say a special thank you to the local children who 
have been raising funds. There have been some really inspiring 
efforts, from socially distanced yard sales to mask making and 
even using money earned through good behaviour and helping 
with chores to buy treats for our animals.  For any young people 
who enjoy helping and learning about animals, we do have a 
special Club that meets four times a year called the Huncote 
Hound Club.   If you know any children under 14 who love animals 
and would like to support LAA by becoming a member, please 
read about it at:  https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/huncote-
hound-club/huncote-hound-club   We look forward to welcoming 
them when circumstances permit. 
  
How to Adopt a Pet 
If you are considering adopting a pet, and you could offer a home 
for life to a cat or dog from Leicester Animal Aid, please do get in 
touch by phone or email.  We’ll talk you through the process. 

Visitors 
We are not yet able to accommodate visitors who wish to walk 
around our Centre and view the dogs and cats personally.  Our 
kennels and cattery can only be accessed by our staff, but please 
do keep looking at our Website and Facebook page for regular 
updates. 

Helen Wilber and Jane Walters 
Telephone:  01455 888 257   
Leicester and Leicestershire Animal Aid Association  
Elmwood Farm, Forest Road, Huncote, Leics LE9 3LE 

 

https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/huncote-hound-club/huncote-hound-club
https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/huncote-hound-club/huncote-hound-club


 

 
BOSWORTH FOOTCARE 

 

Your Local Foot Care Health Professional 
Joanne Taylor M.C.F.H.P., M.H.F.H.P 

 
Home Visiting Service 

For the treatment of corns, callouses, nail and general foot 
problems 

 
2 Westhaven Court, Market Bosworth 

Nuneaton, Warks, CV13 0PR 
Tel : 01455 292302 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Qualified Stylist & Barber, 

 

Regularly taking refreshers in the latest hair designs. 

Affordable Prices for regular cuts or Bridal 
packages, All in the own comfort of your own 
home! 

Please call or email to book an appointment 
Tel: 07758259240 

mailto:Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com


 
 

 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS 
 
We have received a request for baby cardigans and 
jumpers, 0 - 3 months, from Baby Basics, Leicester. 
This is an organisation run by Laura, wife of our 
Rector Gareth.  I know that some ladies are already 
knitting, but if anyone else would like to knit or donate 
some wool for others to knit, please get in touch.  If 
the request changes to other garments, we will let you 
know.  
Pat 823537 patcrane33@gmail.com 
 

 

  

mailto:patcrane33@gmail.com


 



  



 


